SECOND 

R E PORT 

FROM 

SELECT COMMITTEE 

ON THE 

ROAD 

FROM LONDON, BY COVENTRY, TO IIOLYIIEAD. 

( Turnpike Trusts.) 

Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 

28 June 1820. 

224 . C 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



SECOND REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE ON ROAD 



THE REPORT - p. 9 

APPENDIX p. i 3 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




FROM LONDON, BY COVENTRY, TO HOLYHEAD. 



SECOND REPORT. 



The SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the state 
of the Road from London , by Coventry , to Holyhead ; into the 
regulations for conveying His Majesty’s Mail between London and 
Dublin , and between Dublin and the interior of Ireland ; into the 
state of the Mail Coach Roads in Ireland ; and into the regulations 
for the Conveyance of Coach Parcels and Merchandize between 
Holyhead and Dublin; and to report their Observations thereupon, 
together with the Minutes of the Evidence taken before them, 

from time to time; Have, pursuant to the Order of the 

House, further examined the Matters referred to them, and have 
agreed to the following REPORT : 

T HE Reports of Mr. Telford, upon the Road from London to Chirk, in 
North Wales, which have been referred to your Committee, contain 
a very accurate and elaborate statement of the actual condition of this 
Road ; of the system which is pursued in repairing it, and of the several 
alterations and improvements which are wanting to remove all the great 
inconveniences which belong to it. 

It appears, that no part of this long line of Road is as perfect as a Road 
of such great public importance ought to be, and that a considerable part 
of it is still in a very bad state. As to the system of repairing which is 
followed by the surveyors, this is still regulated by old customs, there not 
being any instance of a surveyor thoroughly conforming to the principles 
and plans which are recommended by Mr. Telford, and which are now 
universally followed by all good road-makers. The consequence is, that, 
a great waste of money takes place in attempting to keep the Road in order, 
by persevering in the old method of using the materials without sorting and 
properly preparing them. Great sums are annually expended, in team 
work, in drawing clirt upon the road, and in labour in scraping it off, which 
would be avoided if there was no team work, except for drawing to the 
Road the materials, in a state properly prepared, by selecting nothing but 
stones, and breaking them at the gravel pits, or at the quarries. Until 
the several Trusts who have the care of this great public Road, oblige their 
surveyors to adopt this practice, or appoint others in their place who will 
adopt it, this road must remain in a state very inferior to that in which it 
ought to be, considering what the funds are, and the materials which may 
be procured in the immediate neighbourhood of the Road, or by means of 
canals which pass through most of the districts. As the St. Albans Trust 
have very wisely placed the care of their Road under Mr. M c Adam, the 
other Trusts will soon be able to see how much more economical and 
effectual his method is than that which now prevails, and how very easy 
it will be to introduce it generally along the whole line of the Holyhead 
Road. 

* These Reports have been ordered by the House of Commons, in the present Session, to be 
printed. — (N* 126. 5 June.) 
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10 SECOND REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE ON ROAD 

In respect to the alterations and improvements which are pointed out 
by Mr. Telford in his Report and accompanying maps, Your Committee are 
decidedly of opinion that it is a great national object to adopt them, and 
that the vast importance of rendering the intercourse between England 
and Ireland as perfect as it can possibly be made, forms an irresistible 
claim Upon the Parliament of the United Kingdom to adopt such measures 
as may secure the immediate execution of these improvements. The 
universal approbation that has been bestowed upon the new Roads which 
have been made in Wales by the Commissioners appointed by the Act of 
the 55th year of his late Majesty, points out the fitness of intrusting these 
improvements to their superintendence, and the great practical utility to 
the public, which is the effect of these Roads, completely justifies the policy 
which has been acted upon by Parliament, of considering them as a great 
national object, deserving of the aid of grants of public money. 

As it appears to your Committee, that the circumstances of nearly all the 
Trusts along the Holyhead Road, on this side of Wales, will admit of the 
gradual repayment of the greater part of the money which is necessary for 
carrying on the improvements recommended by Mr. Telford, Your Com- 
mittee recommend, that Exchequer Bills should be advanced by the Com- 
missioners for issuing Exchequer Bills for public Works, to the several 
Trusts. 

It will, however, be very desirable to have the assistance of the Parlia- 
mentary Commissioners and of Mr. I elford, in superintending the expen- 
diture of the sums which may be advanced. 

Your Committee trust that no objection will he made to some arrangement 
of this kind, as the success of Mr. Telford’s method of executing road-work 
in Wales, fully proves the superior system by which he controls the 
application of the money, and accomplishes, in the most perfect manner, 
the formation of a new Road. , 

It appears to your Committee, that some of the proposed improvements 
cannot be effected upon this plan, because the tolls of some of the Trusts 
would not hear to he advanced so as to pay merely simple interest for the 
money wanting for them ; your Committee are of opinion, that a grant 
from Parliament will be requisite for the improvements marked Nos. 17, 
18, 22 and 23, in Mr. Telford’s Estimate, 

As the Mail Coach Road from Birmingham to Shrewsbury is connected 
with several branch Roads, your Committee earnestly recommend the 
consolidation of the five Trusts that have the care, at present, of these 
44 miles of Road, upon the same plan as the consolidation of the Trusts 
from Shrewsbury to Holyhead under the Act of the 59th Geo. 3. If the 
same principle were acted upon in respect to the 1 rusts between London 
and Birmingham, so that, the whole line might be placed under the care 
of a small body of commissioners, your Committee feel quite convinced, 
that such an arrangement would be the best measure that could be adopted 
to secure the rapid improvement of the Road, and the maintaining of it 
hereafter in a constant state of repair. 

While the Road shall remain under the care of the present Trustees, 
your Committee are of opinion, that each Trust ought to institute a very 
minute inquiry into the conduct of their surveyor, and to adopt measures 
lor securing the adopting of the method of repairing Roads which are 
recommended by Mr. Telford and Mr. MiAdam. This method is fully 
explained in a set of General Rules which are annexed to Mr. Telford’s 
Report, and which have been published by order of the Parliamentary 
Commissioners for improving the Holyhead Road, in the form of a small 

book, 
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FROM LONDON, BY COVENTRY, TO HOLYHEAD. n 
book, so that they may be circulated among the surveyors * The great 
practical evil which at present prevails in every Trust, is the want of clue 
attention to the fifth rule, concerning gravel materials. This rule is taken 
from Mr. M* Adam’s evidence, and points out the only way by which a Road 
can be made a good Road, by the use of gravel materials. 

The following extract from the Report on the Highways of 1819, is par- 
ticularly deserving of the attention of all Road Trustees and Surveyors : 

Question : — “ To what particular practice do you (Mr. M c Adam) allude, when 
“ you inform the Committee, that gravel is most unskilfully applied to the ltoads 
“ in general ? — A. I see, that on gravel Roads, the gravel is put on after being very 
“ imperfectly sifted, and the large pieces not being broken, and the gravel is laid 
“ on the midtile of the Road and allowed to find its own way to the sides. Now 
“ the principle of road making, I think the most valuable, is to put broken stone 
“ upon a road, which shall unite by its own angles, so as to form a solid hard 
“ surface.” 

“ In digging the gravel near London, and places where there are vast quantities 
“ of loam, and that loam adhering to every particle of the gravel, however small, 
“ 1 should recommend, to leave all the very small or fine part of the gravel in the 
“ pits, and to make use of the larger part which can be broken, for the double 
“ purpose of having the gravel laid on the Road in an angular shape ; and that 
“ the operation of breaking it, is the most effectual operation for breaking off 
“ the loam that adheres to the pieces of gravel.” 

When the several surveyors of the Holyhead Road were examined by the 
Committee, in the session of 1819, they all declared they managed their 
Roads according to these Rules; but when their work was examined, scarcely 
any instance occurred of a constant and systematic adherence to them. 

In the course of the last year, the St. Albans Trust, with great credit 
to themselves, have completed the improvement at Ridge Hill, which will 
prove of the greatest utility to the Public. The Bilston Trust have nearly 
finished a very valuable improvement by which the street of Bilston will 
be avoided ; and the W olverhampton Trust have made considerable progress 
in cutting through Tettenhal Hill, and in opening a new entrance into the 
town of Wolverhampton. 

Your Committee have learned, with great satisfaction, from the com- 
munications of their Chairman, that all the Trusts have expressed their 
willingness to promote, in the most effectual manner, the improvements, 
both as to repairs and as to extensive alterations which shall appear to be 
necessary for making the Road to Holyhead a perfectly good Road. If 
Parliament shall think proper to pass an Act to carry into effect, the 
recommendation of your Committee, to enable the Commissioners of Ex- 
chequer Bills to advance the sums which may be requisite for carrying 
Mr. Telford’s plans into effect, this great object will now be secured ; as 
all that will then remain to be attained, will be a cordial co-operation 
between the several Trusts and the Parliamentary Commissioners, in carry- 
ing into practice the details which will be necessary for giving due effect 
to this Act. 

Your Committee have annexed to this Report certain Queries which 
they sent to the different Trusts, with the Answers which they have received 
to them. They have also annexed the evidence of Mr. Waterhouse and 
other persons, on the state of the Road from London to Barnet. 

28 June 1820. 



* Published by J. Taylor, 59, High Holborn. 
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Appendix to Second Report from SELECT COMMITTEE on the 



QUESTIONS 

To certain Turnpike Road Trusts. 

j. — WHAT is the Amount of the principal Mortgage Debt due by the 
Trust, and the Interest payable in respect thereof ? 

II. — What is the Annual produce of the Tolls ? 

HI. — What has been the Expense incurred in repairing the Road in the 
last year ? 

XV. — What number of Loads, or Cubic Yards of Gravel or of Stones, 
have been put out upon the Road in the last year ? 

y. — What number of Labourers are employed on the Road ? how many of 
them are paid by the day ? and how many by contract ? how many 
of them belong to the Parish ? 

VI. — Does the Surveyor follow the instructions contained in the general 
Rules for repairing Roads, recommended by the Parliamentary 
Commissioners, in forming the Road of one uniform curvature, so 
as to have the surface of it in the shape of a flat ellipsis, and the 
sides, nine inches below the centre of the Road ? 

VII. — Does the Surveyor attend to the rule for keeping a Road dry, by 

having proper Cross-drains under the Road, and communications with 
them from the sides of the Road, and by keeping the field-ditches 
constantly open ? 

VIII. — Does the .Surveyor attend to the rule for keeping the Road-hedges 

under five feet in height, and for removing trees ? 

IX. — Does the Surveyor attend to the rule for breaking the Stones, so that 

every Stone may pass through a ring 2 1 inches in diameter? 

X. — Does the Surveyor, when the materials are Gravel, attend to the rule, 

to put only the large Gravel Stones, which exceed l-J- inch in size, 
upon the middle part of the Road, without any mixture of small 
Stones or Clay, and to break all the Gravel Stones ; and to use the 
small Gravel for the sides of the Road only ? 

XI. — Does the Surveyor attend to the rules for forming a good foundation 

for the eighteen centre feet of the Road, by first making a Pavement 
seven inches deep, and then covering it with Stones broken to 
a proper size, six inches deep ? 

XII. — Does the Surveyor attend to the rule for discontinuing Day Labour, 

and performing nearly all the work by Measurement and Contract? 
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APPENDIX. 



Appendix, N° 1. 

answers to questions from turnpike trusts. 



i. — Hi & ha: ate and Hampstead Trust. i-lighgatc and 

Hampstead Trust. 

j —Debt - - - £. 9,900. - - - Interest - - £. 495 per annum. 

II. — Produce of the Tolls last year - £■ i 1f> 

III.— Repairing the Roads, Officers Salary, &c. - - £. 9,396 14 9 

Watching, lighting and watering, exclusive of interest £■ MP 9 1811 

£. 10,896 13 8 



IY _N° of Loads of Ballast, &c. - - - £■ 6,992. 

V. — N° of labourers constantly 42, but occasionally a greater number are em- 
ployed ; none belonging to the parish. The mode ot payment will appear by the 
answer to the 1 2th question. 

VI. The Surveyors form the Roads upon different degrees of curvature, accord- 

ing to the nature of the sub-soil, the acclivity of the ground, and other circumstances 
connected with the drainage and exposure ; always giving a greater curvature where 
the roads are more exposed to injury by the difficulty of drainage, and the want of 
proper exposure to sun and wind by the contiguity of buildings. 

VII. — Attention is paid to keeping the Road dry, by under-draining, and keeping 
the field-ditches open. The only difficulty of drainage in the limits of this Trust 
arises from the flatness of the country between Islington and Highgate. 

VIII. The powers given by the general and local Acts respecting Trees and 

Hedges, are strictly enforced. 

IX. — Where Stone is used as a material for repairing the Road, the recommen- 
dation of the Parliamentary Commissioners is adhered to as to breaking it to 
a proper size. 

X. — Great attention is paid, that no Gravel, but what is perfectly clean and 
free from clay, is laid on the Roads ; the large Stones are picked out, broken and 
laid in the centre of the Road, agreeable to the recommendation of the Parlia- 
mentary Commissioners. 

XI. — The finances of the Trust and dearness of materials will not allow the 
Trustees to form a pavement 7 inches deep, and to cover it six inches with Stone 
broken to a proper size ; but the foundations of the Road are made with the hardest 
material that can be obtained, and the centre covered with Stone, broken to a proper 
size (where that material can be obtained,) or with the best Gravel that can be got. 

XII. — The Trustees purchase all their materials by contract ; their labourers are 
therefore principally employed in spreading the materials, scraping the Roads, clear- 
ing the watercourses, and filling in the ruts, and other work of like nature, which 
cannot be done so well by contract; but where the nature of the work does admit ot 
it, they are paid by measurement and contract. In order to further the object 
of the Parliamentary Commissioners, and to ascertain whether any obstacle to the 
conveyance of the mail at the rate desired, existed upon this lrust, the Tiustees 
caused the Holyhead mail to be timed for many nights ; and they found, thatm the 

218. worst 
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14 Appendix to Seeond Report from SELECT COMMITTEE on the 
Turnpike Trusts. . worst weather in the winter, the mail coach always performed the three miles over 
N“ i. this trust in less than twenty minutes, including a stoppage of two minutes at the 
Answers to Queries. p e acock at Islington ; and that it frequently accomplished it in less than seventeen 
minutes. Joseph Burchell, 

Clerk. 



Higkgate 2 .—Highgate Archway. 

Archway. 

■ I. — The Debt of the company is - £• 47, 446. 5. 0 . 

The Interest payable thereon, at various rates, is , 2,066. 8. q. 

II —The Tolls produced last year £. 2,350. 

III. — The sum expended as per Contract to Michaelmas, was - £. 420. 

IV. — The Directors took upon themselves to repair the Road from Michaelmas- 
day last; since which time they have laid upon the Road 320 load of Granite stone 
broken, and 120 load of Gravel. 

V. — Since last Michaelmas, upon an average, five men per week, all paid by the 
day, except those employed in breaking of Stones, who are paid by the load. None 
belong to the parish. 

VI. — The Directors attend to this Article. . 

VII. — The Directors have . attended to this Article. 

VIII. — The Directors attend to this. 

, IX.-D* - - - D°. 

X. — The Directors have attended to this Article. 

XT. — The Directors have attended to this, as far as their means will allow. 

XII. — It is the intention of the Directors, during the next winter, to perform all 
their work by measurement. 

The Directors were obliged, in, consequence of the enormous debt ovying from the 
Company at the time they were appointed Directors, to take the repair of the Road 
under their own management, and have discontinued the situation of Clerk, and also 
Surveyor, for the purpose of saving expense ; and the Directors have the satisfac- 
tion to state, that notwithstanding the severity of the last winter, the Road under 
their management was maintained in good travelling repair, without a single com- 
plaint from any of the numerous coach proprietors using the Road. 



Whetstone Trust. ' ' '' 3- W hetstoO^ Timt. ■ 

I. — Amount of Mortgage Debt - - £. 1,300 ; - r- Interest on D°, £. 65. 

II. — Annual produce of the Tolls - - - £. 3,700. 

III. — Expense in repairing the Road, from Christmas 1818 to Christmas 

1&19 £3>U4. .17- 5- 

IV. — Number of loads of Ballast laid On the Road last year - £ 7,018. 

V. — 'Labourers employed, about 22 in the winter, and 16 in the summer (two 
of whom belong to the parish,) exclusive of ballast diggers. 

VI. — As near as possible he has attended to the rules recommended by the 
Parliamentary Commissioners in forming his line of Road. 

VII. — He has made several long Drains on the sides of the Road, and also 
cross-Drains, where necessary ; he also keeps the fields; ditches and water-tables 
open. 

VIII. — There are very few Hedges on his line of Road above five feet, high, nor 
Trees to be injurious to the Road : , except a Shrubbery belonging to G.' tlyng, Esq. 
M.P. where there are several high Trees which hang oyer the Road, and Ori the 

opposite 
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opposite side the Field Hedges are very high, which Mr. Byng has promised shall Turnpike Trusts, 
be cut and laid. — - 



N° 3. 

IX. — The Surveyor seems to be particular in breaking the large Stones to the Answer to Queries, 
size recommended by the Commissioners. ^ ' 



X. — He has had all the Gravel silted over in the Fields, the second time, in order 
to make it as clear as possible from Sand and Clay; and he has also laid the largest 
Ballast upon the crown, and the smallest upon the sides of the Road. 



Whetstone Trust. 



XI. — He has taken up 200 yards of the Road by the White Lion, near Finchley 
Common, which was not above four inches thick in solid Road, and he has taken 
out one foot and a half of Clay, and made good the said Road with broken Stones 
and good ballast. He has also made a Drain the whole length, and cross-Drains 
every 4 yards. 



XII. — Such work as is practicable to be done by measurement, and the rest by 
day-labotlr. 

Thomas Brown , 

Clerk. 



(4.) — St. Albans and South Mims Turnpike Road. St - Albans, &c. 

Road. 

I. — The Principal Debt is - £. 5,972. 16. 6. 

The Annual Interest at 5 /. per cent is £. 298. 12. q. 

II. — The Produce of the old Tolls for the year ending 18th May 1819 is - - - 
£. 2,705. 12. 9 f . 

III. — The following is a Statement of the Expenditure, for the year ending 
1st January 1820, under different heads: 



No. 1. 
Bills 

for Carting. 


1 No. 2. 
Stones, Gravel, 
and Damage. 


No. 3. I 

Labourers ] 
and 

Gravel Diggers. 


No. 4. 
Bricklayers, 
Carpenters, 
Wheelwrights, &c. 


I No. 5. 

1 Contingencies, 
'including Salaries 
to Officers. 


I No. 6. 
Interest 1 
Money. 


TOTAL. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. d. 


£. s. d. 


"e 

' 


£. f. d. 


688. 1. 0. 


243. 11. 6. 


1 1,035- H- 9- 


130. 19. 4. 


396. 19. 6. 


192. 5- 6. 


2,687. 8. 7. 



IV. — For the year ending 1st January 1820 - - 7 , 55 ° loads of gravel and 245 f 
loads of stones. 



V. — There are now 38 labourers in all, viz. 6 at work on the road by the day, 
16 gravel diggers by contract, and 6 men and 10 boys employed in breaking stones 
by contract ; but this number exceeds the number generally employed ; the average 
during the year may be about 25 per week. About 6 of the persons so employed 
are supposed to be receiving parochial relief. 

VI. — According to the width of the Road. 

VII. -He does. 

VIII. — He does. 

IX. — Stones are reduced to 6 oz. which is about 1 £ inch. 

X. -rThe Road is made all equally strong, it being intended to be all equally useful. 

XI. — Fie does not. 

XII. — He does. 

Isaac Piggoti, 

Clerk to the Trustees. 



(5 .)— Dunstable and Shaffonl House Turnpike Road. Dunstable, &c. 

' Road. 

I. — The Mortgage Debt is - - 5,100/.; the annual Interest thereon is - -255/. 

II. — The Tolls are leased at the annual rent of - - - 1,940/. 

Iil.wi^a /, 9 & Ad. or thereabouts. 

324. E 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




16 Appendix to Second Report / row SELECT COMMITTEE on the 
Turnpike ‘Trusts. IV. — 2,445 loads of stones; 3,486 loads of gravel. 

Answers toluenes. V.— About 15 upon an average; about 7 are paid by the day; about 8 by 
■ v- / contract ; the whole belong to the different parishes through which the Road runs. 

Dunstable, &c. VI. — Yes ; as far as he can. 

turnpike Road. 

VII.— Yes. 

VIII. — Yes. 

IX. — Yes. 

X. — Yes. 

XI. — Yes; in all new improvements. 

XII. — Yes ; as far as he can. 

St. Albans, 6th June, 1820. J. S. Story. 



Euddlehill Trust. (6.) — Piiddlcliill Trust. 

I. — The amount of the Principal Mortgage Debt is - - 5,340/.; and the Interest 
payable in respect thereof - - - 267/. 

II. — The Tolls now let for 2,205/. per annum. 

III. — The expense during the last year has been as follows : — 



For repairing the Road 


- £-1.473 


6 — 


Salaries of officers 


130 





Interest of mortgage debt 


272 


16 — 


In part discharge of principal 


300 


— — 


Contingencies - 


76 


6 6 






8 ri 



IV. — 4,817 yards of gravel; 1,186 loads of stones; of which 2,244 yards of 
gravel have been expended in raising the road through the town of Hockliffe. 

V. — There are 8 labourers usually employed in winter in scraping and keeping 
the road clean ; and they are paid by the day. In summer there are only from 
2 to 4 so employed ; and there are from 10 to 12 employed in digging materials by 
the yard or load. They belong to the different parishes through which the Road 
passes. 

_ VI.— The Surveyor only received the rules recommended by the Parliamentary 
Commissioners on the 13th of this month; but he has for some years past been 
forming the road nearly according to the instructions given; and due attention will 
in future be paid by him to those instructions. 

VII. — The Surveyor states, that he has for some time paid proper attention to 
this. 

VIII. — The Surveyor has for some years regularly attended to this. 

IX. — The Surveyor always breaks the stones, but not so small as directed by the 
. instructions; but he will in future take care to have them of the dimensions men- 
tioned in the rules. 

X— The Surveyor always rakes the largest gravel into the middle of the Road ; 
and the gravel is well sifted and screened. 

XI.— The Surveyor has formed nearly the whole of this district of Road new, 
since his commencement as Surveyor, which is nearly 28 years. A good foundation 
has been formed, and the best materials that could be procured laid on in two dif- 
ferent courses; to the depth of i 3 or 14 inches. 

. XII.— AH work is done by contract, except the. labourers kept for scraping and 
cleaning the road. 

Edward C. Williamson , 

Clerk to the Trustees. 
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( 7 -) — HockUfe and Stony Stratford Road. 

I. — The Mortgage Debt amounts to - - 1,200/. ; and the Interest payable thereon 
is - - - 60/. per year. 



Turnpike Trusts. 
7. 

Answers to Queries.. 



Ilockliffe and Stony 
Stratford Road. 



II. — The Tolls are under lease for one year, ending February next, at the rent 
of - - - 1,799/. 



III. — The gross expenditure in respect of the Road, from 1st May 1819 to 
1st May 1820, amounts to 1,79.5/. 145. 4 d. (viz.) 60/. for interest on the mortgage 
debt; 149/. 15.?. 10 d. for salaries and contingencies; and 1,585/. i8.y. 6 d. in 
repairing the Roads. 



IV. — The Surveyors state, that there have been employed on this district of 
Road in the last year, commencing 1st May 1819, and ending 1st May 1820, 5,776 
cubic yards of gravel, and 2,880 cubic yards of stone. 

V. — There have been 22 labourers employed on the Road in the winter, and 1 8 
in the summer season (with occasional additional assistance.) All the above men 
are. paid by the day (excepting two, who are constantly employed by contract ;) and 
the greater part ot them belong to the parishes in which they are employed. 

^ L; — The Surveyors are adopting, to the best of their power, the instructions 
recommended by the Parliamentary Commissioners in the mode of forming the 
Road. & 



VII. — The Surveyors have provided proper cross Drains under the Road, and 
make communications with them, so as to carry off the water ; and the field-ditches 
are kept as open as they well can be. 

VIII. — The Road-hedges are kept low, but not under five feet in height; and 
those trees (which are not in plantations) are kept plashed, so as to be no injury to 
the Road. 



IX. — The stones are broken, so as to pass through a ring 2^ inches in diameter. 

X. — The Surveyors sift the gravel as much as they can, and apply the siftings 
to the sides of the Road ; and the large gravel stones they break down, and apply 
in the centre of the Road. 



XI. — The foundation of greater part of the Road is so good, that a pavement of 
seven inches deep is not deemed necessary ; and in those parts where such a pave- 
ment is wanted, the proper materials cannot be procured at any moderate expense. 
The centre foundation of the Road is at least 18 feet wide, and the Surveyors keep 
it well covered with stones, broken to a proper size, six inches deep. 

XII. — The Surveyors contract for the digging and getting materials, and mean to 
discontinue the system of day labour where they can; but they are of opinion that 
it cannot be generally adopted in the repair of the Road. 



Stony Stratford, 24th May 1820. 



John B. Congreve, 

Clerk to the Hockliffe Road Trustees. 



(8.) — Stratford and Dunckurch Trust. Stratford and 

Dunchurch Trust. 

I. — The Principal Sum due upon Mortgage of the Tolls, is 5,500 /. 

II. — The Tolls were let, from the 1st of June 1819 to the 1st June 1820, at 
the sum of 3,574/. 

III. — The expense of repairing the Road for the last year, has been 2,665/. 5 s • 3 id. 

IV. — Twelve thousand nine hundred and ninety cubic yards of Stones and Gravel 
have been put out upon the Road. 

V. — Seventy-nine Labourers have been employed upon the Road, and in getting 
Materials, and all of them have occasionally been employed by the day. The 
•amount of day wages is 1,362/. 8.?. 3 d. 

224. , VI.— The 
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VI. — The shaping of the Road to the form recommended is now in progress, 
and a considerable portion of it tvill be completed in the course) of this summer. 

VII. t— Every care is taken to keep the side drains constantly open, .and to carry 
the water into the field-ditches as speedily as possible ; but there are no cross- 
drains, except for the purpose of conveying streams of water under the lload. 

VIII. — The hedges have not been generally kept down ; but it is the intention of 
the Trustees to take them into their own hands next season, and to keep them 
regularly clipped. 

IX. — This rule is strictly attended to. 

X. — The Gravel is managed agreeably to this rule. 

XI. — As no part of the Road has been new made, there has been no opportunity 

of doing this, except where the breadth of materials has been increased, and in 
that case it has been adopted. . 

XII. — Day Labour will be discontinued as much as possible. 

8 June 1820. Edward Singer Burton, 

Clerk to the Commissioners of the Turnpike lload, 
from Stratford to D unchurch. 



Dunchurch and (n.) — Dunchurch and Stone-bridge ' Trust. 

Stone-bridge Trust. ' & 

I. — The amount of the Principal Mortgage Debt due by the Trust is 300/. and 
the Interest payable in respect thereof' is 15 /. per annum. 

. II. — The produce of the Tolls for one year, ending 29th April 1820, was 
1,5127. gs. yd. 

III. — The expense incurred in repairing the Road, exclusive of the Surveyor's 
salary, for the year ending 3d July 1819, to which time the Surveyor’s account has 
been audited, amounted to 1,351/. 15.9. 10 d. and it is' expected the expense for 
the present year will amount to about the same sum. 

IV. — -Four thousand one hundred and sixty cubic yards of Gravel, and one 
hundred and twenty-three tons of Pebbles, picked from lands adjoining the Road, 
have been put upon the Road in the last year. 

V. — The number of labourers constantly employed on the Road are twenty-nine, 
besides occasional ones, all of whom are paid by the day ; and they all reside in 
parishes through which the Road passes, but are not paupers. 

VI. — The Surveyor does follow the Instructions contained in the General Rules 
for repairing Roads recommended by the Parliamentary Commissioners. 

VII. — The Surveyor attends to the rule for keeping a Road dry, by the means 
mentioned in this Question. 

VIII. — The Surveyor has attended to the rule for keeping the Road-hedges under 
five feet in height, as to part of the Road, and will cause the remaining Hedges to 
be cut, where necessary, at the proper season ; but he has not removed any Trees. 

IX. — The Surveyor attends to the rule for breaking the Stones, so that every 
Stone may pass through a ring inches in diameter, and has provided rings to 
pass them through. 

X. — The Surveyor attends to the rule mentioned in this Question. 

XI. — The Surveyor does not attend to the rules mentioned in this Question ; nor 
would the funds of the Trust be sufficient for him to do so. The Road is already 
well formed, and in very good repair. 

XII. ' — The Surveyor has all the Materials got by measurement and contract, 
and the Day Labourers are employed in breaking the Stones, spreading the ma- 
terials, and keeping the Road in proper repair. 

Coventry, 22d May 1820. ifno. Woodcock, 

Clerk to the Trustees of the Turnpike Road 
between, Dunchurch and Stone-bridge. 



Turnpik?’ Trusts. 

■ ■ , N ° | 
Answers to Queries. 
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(10.) — Birmingham and Stonebridge Trust. 

I. — The Principal Mortgage Debt is the same as stated, in the former Reports, 
namely, - - 6,517/.; the annual Interest, at 5 per cent, - - 325/. 174'. 

II. — -The Tolls arc let at 1,170/. per annum, on an agreement for three yeprs, 
determinable at the end of any one year, either by the lessee or trustees, being 1 29/. 
per annum less than at the lime of the last Report. 

III. — The expense of repairing the lload in the last year, i. e. from 8th December 

1818 to 11th December 1819, has been 802/. 04. 5//. 



Turnpike Trusts. 
N°. 10. 

Answers to Queries. 

Birmingham and 
Stoaebridge Trust. 



IV. — 2,453 tons of gravel have been put upon the Road the last year, equal to 
about 1,962 cubic yards of clean gravel. 

V. — There are nine labourers, two of whom are regularly employed by contract 
in breaking stones ; the others arc employed by the day, except occasionally getting 
gravel, which they get by the yard. These men are settled in the neighbouring 
parishes, but none of them arc chargeable on the parish. 

VI. — The Surveyor docs attend to this rule, and is proceeding gradually to form 
the Road of the curvature described. 



VII. — The Surveyor has not made any new cross drains, but he attends to- the 
keeping open of the watercourses, which arc by the sides of the Road. None of 
the ditches are within the fields. 

VIII. — The Surveyor endeavours to enforce the cutting of hedges and the top- 
ping of the trees, according to the powers of the general Highway Act, which do 
not extend to removing trees. 

IX. ' — The stones for the centre of the Road are not broken small enough to pass 
through a ring 2-£ inches diameter. 

X. — The Surveyor does put the larger stones in the centre, and the smaller stones 
and gravel on the sides, but I observe on the sides many stones exceeding an inch 
and a' half diameter. 

XI. — The Surveyor, has not had occasion to make new Road, and consequently 
has not formed any foundation on this plan. 

XII. — The Surveyor contracts for all such work as he considers best done by 
contract. 

N. B. It may not be improper to notice, that the book of General Rules, re- 
ferred to in the foregoing Queries, was not published until the present year.. 

Roger Williams Gem, ^ 

Clerk of the Trustees from Birmingham to Stonebridge. 

Birmingham, May 17, 1820. 



(1 1 .) — Birmingham and Wednesbury Trust. 



s. d. 



D9‘5 3 



I. — The amount of the Principal Mortgage Debt due by the Trust is Two thou- 
sand nine hundred Rounds ; and the Interest, payable in respect thereof, is One 
hundred and forty five Pounds per annum., 

II. — The Tolls arising at all the Tollgates, except the Soho-hil! 
gate and side bar, were let by Auction, from 15th August 1818 
to 15th August 1819 ; and produced (including tlie net proceeds 
of the Soho-hill gate ahd side bar during the 'same- period) - 

Rent of a. Turnpike-house (not used hs sueli at this time, but 
set to a tenant ut per annum) - - ~ 

Cordley Machine (not let) one year ending Christmas 1819 - 

-..vA; 

Deduct balance of Salary of the Machine-keeper at the lhree f . 

Mile Oak Weighing Machine (not let) fiver ahd above, and alter 
deducting, the money received by him at such M^clpne. for qne 
year, ending Christmas 1819 - 

Total tifit' Induce £■ 



Birmingham and 
Wednesbury Trust. 



5 ?> 
' a 4 I h 



Up) 



7 5 



1,937 I' 7 



224. F 
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I urnpikc J rusts. n. B. The Tolls arising at all the Tollgates are now (May £. s. d. 
Answers to Queries. 1 8 20) under leases for one year, commencing igth August 1 8i p, 

v j and to expire .15th August 1820, at different rents, making an 

Birmingham and aggregate 'sum of £. 2,083 

Wednesbury Trust. — 



III. — The expense incurred in repairing the Road in the last year, viz. from Slh 
May 1819 to 8th May 1820, ascertained, as under; — 

Mason and Jones’s contract, at 3 10/. per annum, for repairing £. s. d. 
part of, the, Rogd, expired 1st December 1819; the proportion 
of the gross sum, from 8th May 1819 to 30th November 1820, 

G months and 22 days, is therefore taken at - - - 170 18 io| 

Aston's contract for repairing other part of the Road, at 206/. 

per annum, expired 1st December 1819; a proportion of the 
gross sum as above, for 6 months and 22 days, is therefore 

taken at - 11211 

Holloway’s contract for repairing the residue of the Road, at 
9.5/., per annum, expired 1st December 1819; a proportion of 
the gross sum as above, for G months and 22 days, is theyefpre 

taken at , - ^3 3 u i 

Amount of extra labour, materials and carriage, in improve- 
ments, &c. not coming within the above mentioned contractor’s 
engagements, during the same period of such contracts, viz. from 
8th May 1819 to ist December 1819, allowed by the Surveyor, 
and paid by the Treasurer - - - - - - - 1,011 8 11-' 

Amount of labour, materials and carriage, from the 30th 
November 1819 to the 8th May 1820, allowed by the Surveyor, 
and paid by the Treasurer - - - - - - - 372 10 i 

Amount of labour, materials and carriage, in the improve- 
ments at the Holloway, near Wednesbury Bridge, as far as pro- 
ceeded in, to 8th May 1820 - - - - - - 111 14 8 

£■ CS32 3 5 t 



N. B. The above account is made out exclusively of money paid for land 
and buildings, purchased to widen and improve the Road, officers salaries 
advertising, blacksmiths work, interest of mortgage, and all the other inci- 
dental expenses; and exclusively of money owing for materials, &c. which 
cannot be ascertained till the accounts are delivered for examination of the 
Surveyor, and for payment by the Treasurer. 



IV.— (By Surveyor.) The Road having been let upon contracts, which expired 
ffie 1st December 1819, I cannot answer this Question. 

. Y* (% Surveyor.) Twenty-three regular labourers are employed on the Road • 
six are paid by the day, and seventeen by contract ; there arc now eighty-four extra 
labourers employed at the improvements of the Holloway, near Wednesbury Bridge • 
none of them are paupers, but are all paid by the Trustees. fo ’ 

VI. — (By Surveyor.) Yes, according to the directions of Mr. Easton, when he 
was down in November 1S19. 

VII. — (By Surveyor.) Yes. 

■ VIII.— (By Surveyor.) The hedges are cropped occasionally when necessary 
but not to any particular height, and there are no trees removed. 

IX— (By Surveyor.) Attention is paid to this rule, as nearly as may be. 

X. — (By Surveyor.) Yes. 



. (% Surveyor.) I have not made any pavement for the 1 8 centre feet, 

SSfSti* "ft ™ d t 1 aken all «» tafge stones out and broken them to a proper 

and. repkced them according to Mr. Easton's directions 



XII. — (By Surveyor.) Yes. 



20 May 1 820. 



E. # S'. Crotviher 
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( 12 .)— Bilston Trust. 

I. — Thc’amount of the Principal Mortgage Debt due by the Trust is £5,528. ! 

And the Annual Interest at 5/. per cent - - T ~£. 27(3. 8; 



■Ttirfipikc'Trusls. 

;NVp2. 

■A^&w'ei'a ; to Queries. 



BilsiofoTrust. 



N. B. — 3,000 /. of the above debt has been lately borrowed of Govern- 
ment, for making a new line of Road north of Bilston Church, ,tQ shorten 
the distance between Birmingham and Wolverhampton, and which is to be 
paid off by 10/. percent per annum, besides the interest; this 1 Road is 
nearly completed, and will be opened to the Public 1 on Mids'umiher day. 

II.. — The Tolls were let on lease for the year 1817, at 1,262/..; ;-r, T for the 
year 1818, at 1,21)4/.; - - - for the year 1 819, at 1,242/. ; r - - and for the year 
1820, at 1,2.50/.;; - - - which Tolls have been raised one-half for paying oft’ the 
said debt due to Government, which advances the said Tolls to 1,875/. for the 
present year. 



III. — The Road being in good repair, the Trustees, on 1st September 1 8 1 8, 
let the greatest part thereof to Janies and Matthew Frost, to be kept in complete 
repair, to the satisfaction of the Trustees, for three years, at 340/. per annum, 
determinable at the will of the Trustees at the end of any one year, on tlire'c 
months notice to Frosts ; and if it should be necessary to widen, raise, or loiver any 
part of the Iloads, the Trustees were to pay for same extra. . f s d 



Paid Frosf on the above contract - - - - 340 — 

Paid other expenses in repairing and improving the] 

said Roads, purchasing buildings to widen the 780 17 11 

same, &e. - - - - - - -J 

To tap expenses in widening and repairing Roads,] 

and incidentals, exclusive of interest and officers >,£. 1,120 17 ii 



salaries - 



IV. — The number of loads or cubic yards of gravel, or of stones, put on the 
Roads the last year, we cannot ascertain, the Roads having been let by contract, 
as mentioned in the 3d Answer. 

V, — We cannot tell the number of labourers employed on the Roads, for the 
same reason. 



VI. — The instructions contained in the General Rules for repairing Roads, recom- 
mended by the Parliamentary Commissioners, in forming the Road of one uniform 
curvature, so as to leave the surface of a flat ellipsis, with the sides nine inches 
below the centre of the Road, are in general followed ; but the Road is in some 
parts frequently put out of shape by the working and getting the mines on each 
side thereof. . 

VII. — The Surveyor does attend to the rule for keeping the Road dry by proper 
cross-drains where necessary, and keeping the field ditches open. 

VIII. — In general the hedges are under five feet in height, and we are not aware 
of any trees that want removing. 

IX. - -The Roads have in general been repaired with furnace cinder, or flag, but 
in future the Trustees will have the same repaired with hard stone, which is a better 
material. The new line of Road, north of Bilston Church, has been covered with 
furnace cinders ten inches deep, upon which has been laid stones from six to eight 
■ounces weight, and those covered with stone of a less size six inches deep, a's 
recommended by Mr. Telford in the Report from the Select Committee oil; the 
Highways of the Kingdom, page 55. 

X. — The Road is not repaired with gravel, except a small part, which is not on 
the Holyhead line of Road. 

XI— The furnace cinder is a good material for a foundation, and it is therefore 
thought unnecessary to make a pavement where the cinders are laid ten inches deep, 
and covered with stones of a proper size six inches deep. 

, XII:— The Roads being let by contract, day labourers are not employed by the 
Trustees, except in a few unavoidable instances. 

John Willim, 

Clerk to the Trustees of the Bilston Trust. 

224. 
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Turnpike Trusts. 
No. 12. 

Answers to Queries. 



Wolverhampton 

Trust. 



( 1 3 . ) — Wolverhampton Trust. 

I. — The amount of the Principal Mortgage Debt is 8,3.56 l. ^ 2s. 6d. ; - - - the 
annual interest, 417/. ids. 7 {d.; - - - together with 600/. to be paid annually 
for eight years to come, for Exchequer Bills. 

II. — The Tolls were let on the 16th of July last, to commence on the 14th 
of August , for one year, for 2,779 l- 

III. — The money expended in repairs of the Road, incidental expenses, interest 
of money, salaries, and 600/. paid to Government in liquidation of Exchequer 
Bills, amounted in one year, commencing October 27th, 1818, and ending Octbber 
the 27th, 1819, to 2,894V. 6.y. 4 d. 

IV. — 2,654 loads of stones - - - 470 cubic yards of gravel. 



V. — 16 in all; - - 13 labourers by day work; - - 3 breaking stones by the ton. 
The men are employed promiscuously nearest the work in, the different parishes 
they belong to ; viz. Wolverhampton, Oaken, Bonigale, and Shiffnal. 



VI. — The Surveyor has been forming the Road ; taking off the sides and making 
them' according to the directions. 

VII. — The Surveyor is now making drains, both cross and side ones, to carry 
off the land springs, and keeping the ditches completely open. 



VIII. — The hedges are all cropped or laid down by the side of the Road ; but 
timber trees not lopped, supposing them to be exempt by Act of Parliament. 

IX. — The stones are broke by the ring, i\ inches in diameter. 

X. — The gravel is all riddled ; and the large picked out, broke small, and no 
particle of clay or sand attached to it. 



XI— The. Hoads are being made complete, by lifting them, breaking the stones 
small, and laying the foundation with good materials, taking off the sides, there 
being in a many places where the Road has been made concave, which now will 
be convex. 



XII. — The work is performed by lC able men, under the direction of the Sur- 
vdi. veyor; 13 of whom are paid by the week, and the other three by contract, for 
breaking stones by the ton, and getting gravel by the cube yard. 

John Morion. 



Shiffnal District. 



(14 .) — Shiffnal District of the Holyhead lload. 



I. — Two hundred and forty Pounds, with Interest thereon, at 5/. per cent per 
annum, for the last year. 

II. — Six hundred and thirty-five Pounds. 

III. — Three hundred and fifty-two Pounds thirteen shillings and ten-pence. In 
former years the expense was considerably more. 

IV. — One thousand and thirty-six Loads of Gravel, and two thousand and forty- 
five Tons of Purnace Cinders. 

V. — There have been six Labourers employed; three of them by the day, the 
others by contract; three belong to the parish. 

VI. — Yes. 

VII. — Yes. 

VIII. The greatest part of the Road-hedges are under five feet in height. 

IX. — Yes. 



— 'Yes. 

. There is a good foundation for the centre of the Road, with Cinders, seven 

inches deep, and then a covering of small Cinders broken to a proper size, six 
inches deep, laid thereon. ; • . ; J-j 

XII.- Most of the Labour is done by Measurement and Contract, a small part 
only being' done by Day-work. 

11. Fisher, 

Clerk to the Trustees of the Shiffnal District. 
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( 1 5 •) — Wellington District. 

I. — The Principal .Debt is - - - - - £. 1,7.00. 

Interest' payable thereon at £.5. 'per cent - - - ff* 

II. — The annual produce of the Tolls on an average for • the/ ItistJ fouV 

years 1,353/, 10 s. od. . ;f j j 

III. —The expense for the year 1819, exclusive of salaries and contingencies 

was 328/. 4. s. 2 d., ...... 

lV:--7-AVp u t. -D399 loads, as near as can be ascertained. 

. , 'V.-rrSeventeen are employed, nine of whom are by the day., and eight by. con- 
tract, most of whom belong to one or other of the parishes thrpygh which the 
Road runs. 

VI. — The Surveyor attends to the instructions recommended as well as he can, 
and is selecting a : quantity of better materials, which lie intends laying on by 
degrees, :, in that' uniform way recommended by the Parliamentary Commissioners. 

VII. — Mah^'ctoss drains have been put in, and the Road kept dry as may tic, 

but the 'ditches. are fn^oy of them on the Road side of the fence. 17 

VIII. — The hedges are annually dipt, and the trees lp.pt j many have bPetl Plft 
down, particular, y on the south side of the Road. 

IX. — Yes, he does, not only by the new materials, but where larger stones hrt 
discovered in the surface of the road, he stocks them up and breaks them. 

X. .*r-No. gravel is made use of, the materials are broken : rock and furnace 
cinders, prepared in the way recommended. 

XI. — The Road in general has a good foundation, and it is intended to cover it 
'with materials properly prepared, as soon as a sufficient quantity can be procured, 
and the funds of the Trust will admit. 



Turnpike. Trusts. 
Answtfris Hi Queries. 



--Wellington 
• ^District. 



XII.-r-The materials are all prepared by measure, but day labourers are em- 
ployed at present in all the other work. 

Tho s Pugh. 



1 6 . — Shretvsburij District of the Walling-street Road. 



I.— 1 The Mortgage Debt is £. 4,050 ; - - Interest - - £. 202. io. 

II.— From Lady-day 1819 to Lady-clay 1 820 £. 705. 

Let from Lady-day 1820 to Lady-day 1821, for - - £. 740. 

III. — f. 272. 10. (by Contract.) 

I V. ,— 1,563 cubic yards, and loads. 

V. — On an average, seven ; four are paid by the day, and three generally by 
contract, being employed in getting llock and Gravel. Neither of the labourers 
belong to the parish. 

VI. — Perhaps not strictly ; yet the Road has been considerably improved within 
the last three years. 

VTI. — He does in general ; but two or three cross-Drains are still wanting. 

VIII. — The Hedges, for the most part, do not exceed 3 feet (from the level ot 
the field ;) but the Banks of the adjacent Fields are in several places much higher 
than the Road. No Trees have been removed during the last year. The Hedge- 
row Trees are few ; but the Road is injured by some Plantations adjoining it. 

IX.— Yes. 



X. — The Surveyor breaks the large Gravel Stones, and repairs the middle of the 
Road with the strong materials, and the sides with the smaller Gravel. 

XI. — It is presumed this refers to a Road entirely new. No alteration inHthe 



,ppesent)ipe. has yet bpen ’.made. , . r i?l 

k li XI I,— rHe contracts for getting the materials by the cubic yard. The rest of the 
work is done by day-labour. 

. . «. . .< . . J n° .ToneSy ^ . 

! ' fi< * 25 th : May 1820. ' ! 1 ' Clerk to the Trustees of the Shre\ysbury f Pisirict ?r! 




G 



Shrewsbury 

District. 
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